The Dalai Lama's Press Statements
Statement issued at Tezpur
18th April, 1959

1- It has always been accepted that the Tibetan people are different from the
Han people of China. There has always been a strong desire for independence

on the part of the Tibetan people. Throughout history this has been asserted



Chinese Armed Forces destroyed a large number of monasteries. Many Lamas






9- As the Dalai Lama and the spiritual head of all the Buddhists in Tibet, his
foremost concern is the well-being of his people and in ensuring the perpetual

flourishing of his sacred religion and freedom of his country.

10- While expressing once again thankfulness at his safe arrival in India, the

Dalai Lama would like to take this opportunity to communicate to all his






conclusively show that it was an Agreement between two independent and
sovereign States. It follows, therefore, that when the Chinese armies violated
the territorial integrity of Tibet they were committing a flagrant act of
Aggression. The agreement which followed the invasion of Tibet was also
thrust upon its people and government by the threat of arms. It was never

accepted by them of their own free will. The consent of the Government was



In spite of repeated failures, | persisted in this policy till the last day when it
became impossible for me to render any useful service to my people by
remaining in Tibet. It is in those circumstances that | was obliged to leave my
country in order to save it from further danger and disaster.

I wish to make it clear that | have made these assertions against the Chinese



At this point I wish to emphasise that | and my Government, have never been
opposed to the reforms which are necessary in the social, economic and
political systems prevailing in Tibet. We have no desire to disguise the fact that
ours is an ancient society and that we must introduce immediate changes in
the interests of the people of Tibet. In fact, during the last nine years several
reforms were proposed by me and my Government, but every time these
measures were strenuously opposed by the Chinese in spite of popular demand
for them, with the result that nothing was done for the betterment of the social

and economic conditions of the people. In particular, it was my earnest desire






