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It was in 1932 when my grandfather Lala Mukand Lal 'Panjani Waale' 

was robbed of all his property and was forced to quit his village 

Panjani in the Mipur district of what is today labeled as “Pakistan 

Occupied Kashmir” (POK) by India and “Azad Kashmir” (Free Kashmir) 

by Pakistan. His only fault was that he was not a Muslim and, hence, 

had no right to live in the village. The diktat of this ethnic cleansing of 

rural Kashmir came from Sheikh Abdullah’s freshly launched Jammu 

and Kashmir Muslim Conference (today "National Conference"). The 

Sheikh's campaign was a part of his movement to dethrone Maharaja 

Hari Singh, the Hindu king of a Muslim majority Jammu & Kashmir 

State. And all this was happening at a time when the rest of nation 

was busy in its freedom struggle against the British rulers.  

 

Lala Mukand Lal's second exile came in November 1947 when Islamic 

tribal invaders, joined and encouraged by the Pakistani Army, attacked 

and occupied Mirpur. By that time the Maharaja had already decided to 

merge J&K into the Indian Union. Till that day about 42,000 Hindus 

and Sikhs who had taken refuge in Mirpur which was besieged by the 

raiders. Following this Pakistani attack only about 18,000 of these 

people managed to escape alive across the 'line of control'. My 

grandfather was among the lucky ones. What he left behind in this 

melee was his entire property, a 14-year old daughter and, of course, 

the newly born pure Islamic state that Pakistan re-christened as "Azad 

Kashmir". Out of over 3,00,00 non-Muslims (Hindus and Sikhs) of POK 



region about 2,50,000 managed to cross over to Indian J&K. The 

remaining were either massacred or forced to convert to Islam.  

But his third exile, which came only a few months after his arrival in 

Jammu, was the worst thing to happen to him and his fellow Hindus 

and Sikhs who had escaped the horrible massacre. By that time Sheikh 

Abdullah had been given virtually unhindered charge of the State by 

the Indian Prime Minister Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru. Fearing the 

“dilution” of the State due to this sudden flood of non-Muslims state 

subjects into his area of influence, he created conditions that finally 

led to an unceremonious packing off of over 100,00 of these refugees 

to the neighboring state of Indian Punjab. Lala Mukand Lal, who was 

left with no worldly belonging to lose further in yet another exile, was 

pushed into a truck along with his family members. This time he lost 

his only surviving assets -- self respect, self-confidence and hope.  

 

POK-REFUGEES : A PEOPLE WITH NO IDENTITY 

By the time he breathed his last in 1984 in a Punjab town as an 

unsung son of J&K, Lala Mukand Lal 'Panjani Wale', like all other re-

exiled refugees of POK, had lost even his identity – literally. Till this 

day the government of J&K has persistently refused to bestow on him 

or other POK refugees the legal status of a 'refugee'. Unlike other 

refugees from West Pakistan or East Pakistan (now Bangla Desh) they 

have been denied any compensation for the properties they had left 

behind in POK. The official stand of the State government is that none 

of these displaced persons can be termed as a 'refugee' because the 

Government of India considers POK as 'an integral part of India'.  

 

CHILDREN OF NO GODS 



On the basis of their physical absence from the State, the J&K 

government has also cleverly insulated the State's political process 

from these refugees. It may be interesting to note that while 26 seats 

of the J&K Assembly are kept vacant for the day when POK eventually 

returns to the State, none of these ousted state subjects can 

participate in the State elections either as voters or candidates.  

 

'LEGAL' APARTHIED 

But the situation of another group of refugees, numbering over 30,000 

who migrated to Jammu region during partition from adjoining 

Pakistani areas, is far worse. Although these refugees have been living 

in J&K for 59 years and their next two generations were born in this 

state of a free India, they are living under a state that can be termed 

as “legalized apartheid” that is based on total denial of even basic 

democratic or civil rights.  

Not only that the J&K laws prohibit these citizens from voting or 

contesting in the State Assembly, local municipality, village Panchayat 

or even in a cooperative society, their children are also barred from 

seeking admission in any of the State run institutes which, incidentally, 

are being run on the Indian taxpayers’ money granted by the Union of 

India to J&K. (Interestingly, the entire tax revenue, generated by the 

government of J&K in the state is not even enough to pay salary to its 

employees.) Being legally labeled as ‘outsiders’, these youths also 

have no right to ask for a state government job or apply for a loan to 

start some business. Once again, it is no coincidence that every single 

family of this group of refugees too is a non-Muslim. On the other 

hand the state government’s reservation policy provides extra seats to 

the majority community (read ‘Muslims’) in all professional institutions 

with additional facility of lower percentage marks in the entrance tests. 



 

THE STRANGE RESETTLEMENT BILL 

While the State government has been reluctant to give any breathing 

space to these refugees, its State Assembly, under the personal 

initiative of erstwhile Chief Minister late Sheikh Abdullah passed a 

resolution in 1982 which invites and enables all those Kashmiris (and 

their children) who migrated to Pakistan in 1947 to return and claim 

back their properties. Dr. Farooq Abdullah, who took over the Chief 

Ministership following the death of his father, got this 'Resettlement 

Bill' converted into a law by passing it again in the State Assembly in 

the same year despite opposition from the Governor and the civil 

liberty groups.   

The Supreme Court of India could do nothing beyond expressing its 

inability to nullify the new law. It simply quoted the Article-370 of the 

Indian constitution which, despite its 'temporary and transitional' 

status, offers the State of J&K the privilege of adopting laws of its 

choice and maintaining immunity from the Indian constitution in any 

case other than Defence, Foreign Policy and Communications.  

It was under the provisions of this Resettlement Bill that two Pakistani 

citizens of 'POK' who recently traveled to Srinagar by the Srinagar-

Mujaffarabad bus, have filed claims for their pre-partition properties in 

the Indian Kashmir. It may sound strange but the same state 

government has been continuously showing helplessness in providing 

safe return to the Kashmiri Pandits and Kashmiri Sikhs who have been 

hounded out of the Kashmir valley by the Islamic terrorists since 1989. 

In this latest campaign of ethnic cleansing of Kashmir valley, over 90 

percent of Pandits and Sikhs (over 2,50,00 out of their total population 

of less than 3,00,00) have been pushed out. In most of these cases 



their properties have been plundered and taken over by the terrorists 

and locally influential politicians, bureaucrats and other individuals. 

 

TOWARDS AN ISLAMIC STATE  

It is strange that on one hand all successive State governments have 

been religiously using Article-370 for successfully blocking entry of 

ordinary Indian citizens into J&K for the purpose of settling, acquiring 

property and running businesses; though on the other hand they have 

been keeping a blind eye on the influx of Pakistani infiltrators and POK 

'Mujahids' whose number is only a matter of guess.  

The state government has enforced yet another strange law which 

prohibits the women citizens of the state from marrying someone from 

another state of India. As per this law a woman doing so not only 

automatically loses all her natural rights like her eligibility to take up 

government employment or admission to a government run 

educational institution, but also her share or rights over her ancestral 

property in the State.   

As a result of this law the school and college certificates, and even 

employment letters issued to all girls of the State carry an additional 

stamp which declares that she would be entitled to the benefits of that 

document only after proving that she has 'not' married an 'outsider'.  

It is therefore not surprising that while Pakistani control over POK has 

tightened further with every passing day, New Delhi has been 

consistently allowing divisive Islamist forces to take charge of the 

situation. As the generation of Lala Mukand Lal is on the verge of 

fading away into history, their new generations, whether living inside 

J&K or in exile are helplessly watching their motherland slipping away 

to the control of terrorists and fundamental Islamists like dry sand 

does in unwilling hands.  


