
 

Sound of Sadness: the nuns of Drapchi 

 

 

In October 1993, 14 nuns in Drapchi Prison, the largest in Tibet, made 

a recording of freedom songs on a tape-recorder smuggled into the 

prison with the help of a non-political prisoner. The recording was then 

distributed throughout Tibet and later the rest of the world. Despite 

the great risk, each of the women stated her name on the recording 

and dedicated a song or poem to friends and supporters. Rigzin 

Choenyi, who was in Drapchi Prison at the time of the recording, 

stated that the fourteen nuns had taken this risk in order to let the 

world know of their presence in prison. The songs are a testament to 

the suffering and agony of Tibetan political prisoners that the Chinese 

claim do not even exist. 

 

Song of sadness in our hearts 

We sing this to our brothers and friends 

What we Tibetans feel in this darkness will pass 

The food does not sustain body or soul 

Beatings impossible to forget 

This suffering inflicted upon us 

May no others suffer like this... 

"May No Others Suffer Like This" 

 

The songs sung by the nuns on the recording lament their suffering in 

prison, demand freedom for Tibet and celebrate Tibetan Buddhism and 



the life of the Dalai Lama of Tibet. They are songs which are known 

and sung by many Tibetan political prisoners to ease their suffering 

and pass the interminable hours of life in prison. Rigzin Choenyi 

recalled that during the night the nuns would sing these songs 

together and cry to each other, and when they sang about His Holiness 

the Dalai Lama they would feel the courage to survive. 

 

We sing a song of sadness 

We sing it from Drapchi 

Joy and happiness are  

as high as snow-capped mountains 

We sing this song of independence 

Yesterday’s land of dharma 

Today turned into barbarity 

Through prisoned today 

We will never be disheartened 

How sad 

The barbarians are triumphant 

Discard the blue prison uniform 

Stand up prisoners of Drapchi 

Though the compassion of the  

All knowing one 

Peace will prevail in Tibet... 

"We Will Never Disheartened" 

 

...All Tibetan brethren 

Unite unite 

A day will come 



When the sun will emerge 

from behind the cloud 

"Land of Snows" 

 


