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I N THE EARLY 20TH
CENTURY, Sri Aurobindo
powerfully wrote about the
French Revolution and its
‘triple gospel': Liberty, Equal
ity and Fraternity. While he
saw liberty and equality as
achievable to some degree,
he believed, "A deeper
brotherhood, a yet unfound
law of love is the only sure
way for a perfect social
evolution, no other thing can 

replace it." 

This quest is probably the reason why forty years ago, on February
28, 1968, five thousand people assembled on a barren piece of land
in Tamil Nadu to inaugurate the city which would be a laboratory of
‘social evolution' with ‘brotherhood' as the main foundation.

Symbolically, youth representing 121 countries and 23 Indian states ceremoniously deposited a handful of soil from
their respective countries in a lotus-shaped urn at the centre of the future city.

Very few principles were enunciated: Money would not be the ‘sovereign Lord'; it would be a place of unending
education and no private property. These were the revolutionary concepts! To celebrate the 40th anniversary of the
‘City the Earth needs', five thousand people met again on the same spot on Thursday and heard in silence a
recording of voice of the Mother, Sri Aurobindo's spiritual collaborator and Auroville's founder: "Greetings from
Auroville to all men of good will. Are invited to Auroville all those who thirst for progress and aspire to a higher and
truer life. "

In a simple but touching ceremony, young kids dressed in white, belonging to some 50 nationalities, re-enacted the
symbolic mixing of soils from different countries. This left me in a pensive mood. I have given 34 years of my life to
this experiment. 

Sure, I never regretted for one second to have left my ‘country', my ‘family', my ‘career'. Our life here as the
pioneers has never been easy, but our enthusiasm always matched the tremendous difficulties.

Today the question is in how many fields Auroville has achieved a commendable progress? Auroville is synonymous
with re-afforestation, sustainable architecture, alternative energies, and beautiful handicrafts; but to live in Auroville
is not a cake walk. 

If I was asked the greatest success of Auroville after 40 years, I would without hesitation say: Auroville still exists.

The experiment has survived many crises and hurdles, and many more are undoubtedly ahead, but as Sri Aurobindo,
using a Latin saying, put it: solvitur ambulando - it is while walking that problems get solved.

Auroville continues its walk.




